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I.—GREAT BRITAIN AND PALESTINE. 


unanimously the Report of the extraordinary session of the 

Permanent Mandates Commission which had been held in June 
last to consider the situation in Palestine. This Report had been 
published on August 25th, accompanied by comments on certain of 
its conclusions made by the British Government. The British 
Foreign Secretary, in supporting the resolution for the adoption of 
the Report, said, however, that his Government had no hesitation in 
associating themselves with its terms, and, in conclusion, informed 
the Council that they hoped at an early date to communicate to that 
body a full statement of their intentions as to future policy in 
Palestine. 

This statement has not yet been issued, and it is, therefore, not 
yet possible to indicate the lines on which the settlement of the main 
problems which have disturbed the life of the country will be sought, 
but in the meantime it may be interesting to say something of the 
principal developments since the outbreak of August, 1929. 

In the Bulletin of September 26th, 1929, Vol. VI, No. 6, a brief 
outline was given of the history of the granting of the Mandate to 
Great Britain, and the most important Articles of the Mandate itself 
were reprinted, including Nos. 4 and 14,(') to both of which reference 
has so often been made during the past year. Nothing was said, 
however, as to the steps taken to deal with the situation brought about 
by the outrages of the previous month, and it may be stated here that 
on September 3rd, 1929, it was officially announced that a Com- 
mission of Enquiry had been appointed, composed of Sir Walter 
Shaw as Chairman and three members of Parliament, one from each 
of the political parties. At the same time it was pointed out, in the 
terms of reference, that the British Government had no idea of 
re-considering their tenure of the Mandate, and that no enquiry was 
contemplated which might alter the position of Great Britain in 
regard to the Mandate or the policy laid down in the Balfour 
Declaration of establishing a national home for the Jews. In a 
reference to the Commission made later, in a speech at the Labour 
Party Conference on October 2nd, the Foreign Secretary added that 
the enquiry to be undertaken would not extend to major questions of 
policy. Meanwhile, on September 23rd, Mr. MacDonald had received 
through Dr. Weizmann a statement of the principal demands of the 
Jewish Agency and of the Zionist organisation. These included the 
reorganisation of the police and of the Trans-Jordan Defence Force so 
as to introduce into their ranks an adequate proportion of Jews, 
while it was also suggested that the Mandatory Power should take 


0 September 8th the Council of the League of Nations adopted 





(1) No. 4 provided for the establishment of a Jewish Agency, and recognired the 
Zionist Organisation as constituting that body, and No. 14 provided for the sétting up 
of a Commission to define the rights and claims in connection with the Holy Places. 
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steps to provide for an increase in the rate of Jewish immigration and 
colonisation, for which a further eeonomic opening up of the country 
was necessary. | 

The Shaw Commission reached Palestine on October 23rd and held 
its first meeting on the following day. Two days later there came into 
force an instalment of a new British Penal Code to take the place of 
the Ottoman Penal Code, which had proved to be inadequate to dea! 
with the activities of those elements of the Palestine population which 
were responsible for fomenting unrest. In its Annual Report on 
Palestine for 1929 the British Government said :— 

“The question of amending the law relating to murder, which is at 
present that laid down in the Ottoman Penal Code, had been under 
consideration for a considerable time. A new Penal Code is now under 
consideration in which the provisions relating to murder and manslaughter 
are based upon the law of England. Animportant enactment, the Criminal! 
Law (Seditious Offences) Amendment Ordinance, 1929, which is an 
instalment of the draft Penal Code, was promulgated in October, 1929.(*) 
It is designed to bring within the law persons who act in any way in a 
manner that may threaten the stability of the Government or the public 
peace.” 

Simultaneously with the opening of the Shaw Commission's 
enquiry an All-Arab Conference, meeting in Jerusalem, decided 
to call upon the Government to cancel the Balfour Declaration, and 
proclaimed a general strike for November 2nd, the twelfth anniversary 
of its signature, but though the strike was observed and the boycoi 
of Jewish shops which was also in force resulted in a good deal of 
economic distress, there occurred no further disturbances of the peace. 
Mention should, however, be made of the attack on Mr. Bentwich, 
the Attorney-General, who was shot at and slightly wounded by an 
Arab youth on November 24th. 

Fortunately, this appears to have been an isolated act, without 
political significance, and beyond suppressing a number of news- 
papers, both Jewish and Arab, the Government was not compelled 
to take drastic action in its task of establishing normal and peaceful 
conditions throughout the country. It did, however, take the pre- 
caution of limiting the exercise of the rights claimed by both com- 
munities in respect of the holding of services at the Wailing Wall, 
an Order issued on October 11th forbidding the placing there of 
objects for devotional use unless these were removable and limited 
in size, while the use of screens was also forbidden. Later on, on 
December 17th, a new Blasphemy Ordinance was promulgated, 
imposing severe penalties for acts calculated to outrage the religious 
feelings or beliefs of any section of the population. 

The Shaw Commission concluded its work on December 27th, 1929, 
and before leaving the country issued a statement “to the people 
of Palestine ’’ to the effect that they had received a full measure of 
assistance and codperation from all sections of the population. 
The Commission’s Report was issued as a Blue Book on March 31st, 


(2) It was published in the Palestine Official Gazette of October 27th, 1929. 
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1930(*), and was signed by all the Commissioners, but one of them 
(Mr. Snell) added a lengthy note of reservation. In this he took a 
more severe view of the conduct of the Grand Mufti and of the Arab 
Executive, and also expressed the opinion that the Government 
should never have negotiated with the 300 Young Jewish Zionists 
whose demonstrations at the Wailing Wall on August 15th, 1929, 
had excited Moslem feeling. 

The Commission found that the fundamental cause of the outbreak 
was the Arab feeling of animosity and hostility towards the Jews, 
arising from the fear that, by Jewish immigration and purchases of 
land, they might be deprived of their livelihood and eventually pass 
under Jewish domination. The immediate causes were considered 
to be the following :— 

(1) The long series of incidents connected with the Wailing 
Wall culminating in the Jewish demonstration of August 15th, 
coupled with the activities of the Society for the Protection of 
Moslem Holy Places. The Arabs complained that the Jews had 
been attempting to extend the bounds of the limited use and right 
of access which they had enjoyed under the Turkish régime. 

(2) Newspaper articles of an intemperate and inflammatory 
nature. 

(3) Enlargement in scope and activity of the Jewish Agency. 

(4) Inadequacy of the Military Police forces at the disposal of 
the Government. 

(5) The belief, due largely to a feeling of uncertainty as to 
policy, that the decisions of the Government could be influenced 
by political considerations. 

The Commission further found that the Arab attack on the Jews 
was neither provoked, nor premeditated, nor had it been directed 
against the British Administration. The conduct of the latter was 
definitely vindicated, and the acting High Commissioner and his 
colleagues were considered to have done their best with most 
inadequate means to maintain order until reinforcements arrived. 
The Mufti and the Arab Executive were acquitted of the charge of 
having planned or incited disturbances, but the former was considered 
to share in the responsibility for the disorders, which had been partly 
caused by his campaign on the issue of the Wailing Wall. The 
Commission also found that he and the Executive were guilty of failure 
to control and steady their followers prior to the outbreak. 

In addition to enquiring into the immediate causes of the outbreak 
the Commission was also charged with making ‘ recommendations 
as to the steps necessary to avoid a recurrence,’ and accordingly its 
Report put forward the following conclusions and proposals :— 

(1) That the British Government should issue as soon as 
possible a clear statement of policy (with the rider that it intended 
to give full effect to that policy) containing a definition in clear 
and positive terms of the meaning attached by it to the passages 


(3) Cmd. 3530. 
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in the Mandate concerning the safeguarding of the rights of the 

non-Jewish communities, and laying down for the benefit of the 

Government of Palestine more explicit directions as to the conduct 

of policy on such vital issues as land tenure and immigration. 

(2) As to immigration, besides making a clear statement of 
policy, the Government should review the machinery for its 
regulation and control with the object of preventing a repetition 
of the excessive Jewish immigration of 1925 and 1926(*), 
Non-Jewish interests should be given some voice in the decisions 
regarding immigration. 

(3) A scientific enquiry should be held as to the introduction 
of modern methods of cultivation and, pending this enquiry, 
the tendency towards the eviction of peasant cultivators from the 
land should be checked. 

(4) It was essential to the peace and security of Palestine that 
a Commission of Enquiry as to the Wailing Wall should be 
appointed. 

(5) The Government should obtain powers to enable it to take 
legal proceedings against newspapers which published articles 
tending to a breach of the peace, and an adequate Intelligence 
Service should be organised with a view to keeping agitators in 
check. 

(6) The Government should reaffirm the statement made in 
1922,(°) that the special position assigned to the Zionist Organisa- 
tion did not entitle it to share in any degree in the government of 
the country. The Government should also see if it were possible 
to lay down some precise definition of the meaning of Article 4 
of the Mandate. 

(7) Expert advice should be obtained as to the most suitable 
form of garrison for Palestine, and in the meantime no reduction 
should be made in the existing one. An independent enquiry 
should be instituted into the composition and work of the Police 
Department, and the Palestine Government should be instructed 
to enquire into and report upon the possibility of forming a reserve 
of special constables. 

The Commission’s Report was presented to the Government on 
March 12th, 1930, and on April 3rd the Prime Minister made a 
statement in the House of Commons which was later embodied in the 
statement made by the British accredited representative to the 
Permanent Mandates Commission at Geneva in June. It may, 
therefore, be useful to reproduce it in full. Mr. MacDonald said :— 

“ His Majesty’s Government will continue to administer Palestine 
in accordance with the terms of the Mandate as approved by the Council 
of the League of Nations. That is an international obligation from 
which there can be no question of receding. 





(4) In 1925 immigration of Jews totalled 33,801 and in 1926, 13,081. The figure 
dropped to 2,713 in 1927. 

(5) Generally known as the Churchill Memorandum, issued on June 3rd, 1922. The 
text of it was published in the Bulletin of September 26th, 1929, Vol. VI, No. 6. 
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“Under the terms of the Mandate His Majesty’s Government are 
responsible for promoting ‘the establishment in Palestine of a National 
Home for the Jewish People,’ it being clearly understood that nothing 
shall be done which might prejudice the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in other countries. 

“A double undertaking is involved, to the Jewish people on the one 
hand and to the non-Jewish population in Palestine on the other ; and it 
is the firm resolve of His Majesty’s Government to give effect, in equal 
measure, to both parts of the Declaration and to do equal justice to all 
sections of the population of Palestine. That is a duty from which they 
will not shrink, and to the discharge of which they will apply all the 
resources at their command. 

“The Report of the Shaw Commission, which is in the hands of 
Honourable Members, covers a wide field. The Commission was appointed 
to consider the immediate causes of the deplorable disturbances of August 
last, and to suggest means of preventing a recurrence. In endeavouring 
faithfully to carry out the terms of reference, the Commission must have 
found it difficult to draw lines very rigidly. The Government is now 
studying the various recommendations of the Commission, with a view to 
dealing with the immediate causes of the outbreak and to preventing a 
recurrence, and is in consultation with the interests concerned. I wish it 
to be understood that this statement includes the immediate provision 
of the police forces required to secure civil peace under existing 
circumstances.” 

Before describing the further steps taken by the British Government 
mention must be made of the visit to London last spring of a Delegation 
of Palestine Arabs. This body arrived in England on March 30th, 
and on the following day was received by the Prime Minister. 

Little was heard of the progress of its negotiations with the 
Government until the publication on May 12th, 1930, of a statement 
issued by the Delegation to the effect that all its demands had been 
rejected. These were stated to have been :— 

(1) That immigration to Palestine should be stopped.(*) 

(2) That all land in Arab possession should be made legally 
inalienable ; and 

(3) That there should be established in Palestine a democratic 
government, in which all the inhabitants should participate in 
proportion to their numbers. 

This statement was followed on the next day by an announcement 
by the Colonial Office that the conversations with the Delegation 
were at an end, and that it had been pointed out to the Arabs that the 
“sweeping constitutional changes demanded by them were wholly 
inacceptable, since they would have rendered it impossible for 
H.M. Government to carry out their obligations under the Mandate. 
It was made clear that no proposals could be considered which were 
incompatible with the requirements ot the Mandate.” 





(6) An Arab Delegation visited London in 1921 and demanded the revocation of the 
Balfour Declaration, and that all alien immigration should be stopped. 
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The matter was closed with the issue of a statement a week later, 
on May 20th, by the Palestine Government, in which, after explaining 
that the Arab demands were incompatible with the duties of Great 
Britain, the Government announced that it intended fully to safeguard 
the interests of the non-Jewish communities in the country. 

This last statement appeared at the same time as an Order of the 
local Government suspending immigration for the half-year April- 
September. This applied to 2,300 permits, which, however, had noi 
as yet actually been granted, and the suspension was only a temporary 
measure, but it caused considerable dissatisfaction in Zionist circles, 
and an appeal was made to the British Government to “ reopen the 
gates of Palestine and thus re-affirm the right of the Jews to return 
to their national home.” 

During the same period the British Government took three 
further important steps towards the finding of a permanent settlement 
of the Palestine problem. On May 1st it was officially announced 
that Sir John Hope Simpson had been appointed to confer with the 
High Commissioner on questions relating to land settlement, immigra- 
tion, and the economic development of the country. The questions 
at issue were described as, in rough outline, the rate at which Palestine 
was able to absorb Jewish settlers without causing unemployment, the 
possibilities of Jews settling on the land without evicting Arabs, and 
the extent to which the land could be made, by improved methods of 
cultivation, to support a larger population than at present. Sir John 
Hope Simpson’s Report has been received by the Government, but 
its contents have not yet been made public. 

On May 15th Mr. Henderson submitted to the Council of the League 
of Nations the names of three gentlemen(’) who had consented to be 
members of a Commission to be set up, under League auspices, to 
“study, define and determine finally the rights and claims of Jews 
and Moslems at the Wailing Wall.’’ This Commission began its work 
on June 23rd and concluded it on July 19th, but its findings have not 
yet been announced. It should be mentioned that the appointment 
of this body had been proposed by the British Government as early 
as the meeting of the Council in November, 1929, and laid before the 
Permanent Mandates Commission. No further steps were taken, 
however, until January last, when the Council considered a declaration 
drawn up by the British Government proposing the setting up of a 
Commission for the sole purpose of determining the rights and claims 
in respect of the Wailing Wall, i.e., excluding the other Holy Places. 
At its meeting on January 14th the Council approved of this suggestion 
and left to the British Government the choice of the members of the 
Commission. 

The third step taken by the British Government had for its object 
the reorganisation of the Palestine Police Force. Mr. Dowbiggin, 
of the Ceylon Police, was sent to Palestine on a special mission for 
this purpose, and completed his work there on May 12th, 1930. 


“" (7) These were Mr. Lofgren (Sweden), Mr. Barde (Switzerland), and M. van Kempen 
(The Netherlands). 
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The next landmark in the history of this stage of Palestine 
settlement was the issue on May 27th of a Government White Paper 
containing a statement regarding British policy in that country.(*) 
This reproduced the statement made in Parliament on April 3rd 
by the Prime Minister, and consisted, for the rest, of the statement 
to be made before the Permanent Mandates Commission the following 
month by the accredited British representative at Geneva. This 
recognised that the questions of immigration and land settlement 
were the most vital issues at stake in the country, but suspended 
judgment on them until the Simpson Report should have been 
received. 

On the Constitutional side it stated that, “‘ It must be a primary 
condition of any Constitutional change in Palestine that the Mandatory 
Government should reserve to itself the power of carrying out the 
obligations imposed upon it by the Mandate. The question formed 
the subject of conversation with the Delegation of Palestinian Arabs 
which lately came to England for the purpose of representing their 
views on future policy in Palestine. It has been made clear to the 


Delegation that no measure of self-government could be considered 
which was not compatible with the requirements of the Mandate. 
The matter is, of course, one which also deeply concerns the Jewish 
Agency.” 

The statement also made it clear that the British Government 
did not challenge the suggestion (made in the Shaw Report) that a 


further and more explicit declaration of policy was required, but 
pointed out that it would be necessary first to have the results of 
Sir John Hope Simpson’s enquiry before them. It also stated that 
arrangements had been made whereby reinforcements could, in case 
of necessity, be rushed to Palestine, and that in the meantime there 
was no intention of disturbing the existing garrison. 

This statement was placed before the Permanent Mandates 
Commission at its 17th extraordinary session, held from June 3rd 
to 21st, 1930, and devoted exclusively to Palestine. It held twenty- 
one meetings and considered statements made by Dr. Drummond 
Shiels and Mr. H. C. Luke, Chief Secretary to the Palestine Govern- 
ment, who was acting High Commissioner at the time of the 
disturbances. When its Report was published on August 25th(*)— 
accompanied by the comments made thereon by the Mandatory 
Power—it was found that this contained ‘somewhat serious 
criticisms *’ of the policy of Great Britain as Mandatory, and the 
main heads of these must, therefore, be enumerated. Briefly these 
were :— 
(1) That the inaction of the Mandatory as regards its obliga- 
tions to the Palestine population, both Jewish and Arab, was 
the fundamental cause of the friction which eventually culminated 


in the disorders of August, 1929. 





(8) Cmd. 3582. . 
(9) League of Nations Publications, VI A Mandates 1930, No, C 355 M. 147, 
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(2) That the alleged failure of the British Government to 
promote agricultural and educational development and a more 
extensive programme of public works and to encourage codperation 
between Jews and Arabs caused the Arabs to be dissatisfied wit}, 
the mandatory régime: the neglect to promote agricultural and 
other development constituted a failure in the Mandatory’, 
obligations towards the Arabs. 

(3) That the Report of the Shaw Commission was inaccurate 
in holding that the outbreak was not premeditated and that it 
was not directed against British authority. 

(4) That the British forees in the country were altogeth« 
inadequate. 

(5) That the Mandates Commission had on previous occasions 
warned the British Government of the possibility of such an 
occurrence. 

While expressing appreciation of the difficulties of the task 
undertaken by the Mandatory Power, the Commission suggested 
that it had not taken all the steps which, in the Commission’s opinion, 
were open to it towards removing the legitimate apprehensions of 
the Arabs. The Report made an attempt to outline the kind of 
positive action which might have been taken in the following words :— 

‘The Arab element might have found its interests safeguarded by a 
Government agricultural policy including, not only public works to develop 
the cultivable area, but also the organisation of agricultural credit, land 
credit and co-operative societies, together with an educational campaign 
which would have initiated them into the working of these institutions, 
convinced them of their advantages, and familiarised the fellahin with 
modern methods of working the soil, as was recognised by the accredited 
representative at the present session. The fears that the Arabs felt when 
they saw the land passing into the hands of the Jews through sale after sale 
would certainly have been largely allayed had they observed that the 
cultivable area and the yield of the available land in the country as a whole 
were increasing at the same time.(’”) 

“Such action, both social and economic in character, could only be 
taken by the Government ; for it could not be expected that the Arabs 
would take it themselves. Though undertaken for the direct benefit of 
the Arabs, it would have indirectly helped towards the establishment of 
the Jewish National Home. Consequently, the Mandates Commission 
ventures to think that had the Mandatory Government concerned itsel! 
more closely with the social and economic adaptation of the Arab 
population to the new conditions due to Jewish immigration, it woul: 
have served the interests of both sections of the population.” 

The comments of the British Government were contained in a 
Memorandum forwarded to the Commission by the Foreign Secretary 
on August 2nd, 1930. The chief points may be summarised as 
follows :— 

(a) The Memorandum pointed out that the comments of the Mandates 
Commission, based upon an examination of annual reports and of informa- 
tion supplied year after year by accredited representatives, cannot be said 


(10) On the other hand, the Arabs might have felt that the increase in the yield of the 
land would merely have been followed by a corresponding increase in the rate of 


immigration. 
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to have foreshadowed in any way the charges now brought against the 
manner in which the Mandatory Power has been carrying out its 
obligations. 

(6) The Government laid stress on the fact that the “ obligation 
imposed on them by the Mandate is of a complex character.” They 
pointed out that in the Report of the Commission reference is made to 
the “immediate obligation” of the Mandatory as being defined in the 
Mandate as (1) placing the country under such . . . conditions as will 
secure the establishment of the Jewish National Home ; and (2) placing 
the country under such conditions as will secure the development of self- 
governing institutions ; and yet it makes no reference to the * important 
qualification ’’ named in Article 2 of the Mandate, viz.— 

That the Mandatory shall also be responsible for * safeguarding the 
civil and religious rights of all the inhabitants of Palestine, irrespective 
of race and religion.” 

This, in the opinion of the Government, represents the core of the 
question. 

(c) The Government protested against the way in which “ex parte 
statements reflecting on the conduct of H.M. Government have been 
adopted by the Commission,” while “ the considered judgments ” of the 


Shaw Commission have ‘“ been dismissed as untenable or have been 
ignored.” 

The Government finds no evidence to support the view of the Com- 
mission that the Shaw Commission was wrong about the origin of the 
August disturbances. The protests by various Arab authorities against 
the fundamental position in Palestine, as fixed by the Mandate itself, are 


not in any sense protests against British authority, but are rather protests 
against the Mandate and the action of the League of Nations ; * British 
authority is only implicated as being the mechanism by which the Mandate 
is worked.” 

(d) It is pointed out that the reduction in the armed forces at the 
disposal of the British Authorities in Palestine was made on the expert 
advice of the High Commissioner, himself a well-known soldier ; that it 
represented a step in the direction of establishing civil government on 
more normal lines than before ; that it had the advantage of making 
available for the country funds which would otherwise have been expended 
on defence ; that nothing in the earlier Reports of the Commission could 
be construed as “‘ serious warnings against the danger of an inadequate 
garrison.” 

(e) It is suggested that the Commission would seem to imply that 
* practically unlimited funds ” are at the disposal of the Palestine Govern- 
ment, whereas on the contrary their resources are “ strictly limited.” 
The Report also implies a “fundamental misconception.” It is pointed 
out that it has been the “consistent aim’ of the Government to 
“emancipate as soon as possible such territories from dependence from 
grants-in-aid from the British Exchequer.” It is held that if a territory is 
to be developed on sound economic lines, it must be on the basis that it is 
self-supporting. 

Further it is pointed out that, since 1921, the Government have 
expended £9,000,000 (including the cost of defence) and in addition a loan 
of £4,500,000 was raised by the Palestine Government in 1927 on the 
guarantee of the British Government for expenditure upon railways, 
harbour construction, port improvements and other public works. 
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The Report was considered by the Council of the League at its 
meeting on September 8th, when M. Procopé, in presenting it, said that 
although it contained some remarks on the proper policy to be followed 
in the future in Palestine, this should not be looked upon as an attempt 
by the Commission to supplant the Mandatory Power in the exercise 
of the duties vested in the latter under the Mandate. 

He quoted two statements of principle which, in the Commission's 
view, emerged from Mr. MacDonald’s statement in Parliament on 
April 3rd, and from that made by the accredited representative to the 
Commission on June 9th, namely :— 

(1) That the obligations laid down by the Mandate in regard 
to the two sections of the population are of equal weight ; and 

(2) That the two obligations imposed on the Mandatory are in 
no sense irreconcilable. In M. Procopé’s opinion the passage in 
the Commission’s Report referring to the interpretation of the 

Mandate expressed clearly the policy laid down by the Commission 

on the basis of the British Government’s own statement. He then 

moved a resolution that the Council should instruct the Secretary- 

General to forward the Report to the British Government, with the 

minutes of the meeting, and to request the British Government to 

adopt such measures as it thought fit to give effect to the recom- 
mendations contained therein, and to take the action suggested by 
the Commission in its observations. 

Mr. Henderson, who replied for the British Government, said the 
Government noted with appreciation the passages in M. Procopé’s 
report as to the difficulties of the Mandatory’s task, and was in full 
accord with the declaration of the Commission that the two statements 
of principle quoted expressed the essence of the Mandate. The 
Government had no hesitation in associating themselves with the 
terms of the resolution ; and, in conclusion, he said that they hoped 
at an early date to communicate to the Council a full statement of 
their intention as to future policy in Palestine. 

Thus the matter now stands. 

H.L. 
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I.—PERMANENT COURT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE: 
NEW JUDGES. 


On September 25th elections were held at Geneva for the second 
term of office of the Judges of the Permanent Court of International 
Justice. The first elections were held during the second Assembly of 
the League in September, 1921, and the Judges’ term of office of nine 
years expires on 31st December, 1930. During the recent Assembly 
a difficulty arose. The amended Statutes of the Permanent Court, 
as adopted by the Assembly of 1929, made certain changes which 
were to have come into force with the new election of Judges, when it 
was anticipated that the Protocol for the amendment of the Statute 
would have been ratified by the requisite number of States. The 
refusal of Cuba, however, to approve this instrument threatened to 
hold up the putting into force of the new Statute, which included the 
increase in the number of Judges from 11 to 15 and the obligation 
upon them to reside permanently at The Hague. The question of 
Cuban non-ratification provided some warm debates in the early 
sessions of the First Commission of the Assembly, and owing to the 
Cuban representative's intransigence it was necessary to have recourse 
to the compromise of giving effect to the required changes by the 
method of Resolutions passed by the Assembly. This was achieved 
on September 25th, the representative of Cuba refraining from 
opposition. 

The method for the election of Judges is elaborate and somewhat 
complicated, since the voting takes place simultaneously in the 
Assembly and the Council; the first sitting in public, the second 
in camera. On the first ballot it was found that 14 of the 15 Judges 
had been unanimously elected by both bodies, but it took 11 sub- 
sequent ballots before the choice of the Council and the Assembly fell 
unanimously upon the fifteenth Judge. For the purpose of the 
election the Assembly sat from 10.30 a.m. until 8 p.m. with an interval 
of two hours for luncheon. As a result of the election the following 
were elected as Judges and Deputy-Judges(') :— 


JUDGES. 

* M. Mineitcir6 ADATCHI (Japanese), Former Ambassador; Permanent 
Chairman to the Committee for the Settlement of International 
Disputes set up by Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Finland ; Member of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration. 

Rafael ALTAMIRA Y CREVEA (Spanish), Member of the Advisory 
Commission of Jurists which drew up the draft of the Statute of the 
Permanent Court in 1920. Elected as an original Judge of the 
Permanent Court in 1921. 

Commendatore Dionisio ANzILOTTI (Italian), Member of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration ; former Deputy Secretary-General 





(1) For a description and explanation of the procedure of election of Judges, see 
“ Information on the World Court,” by J. W. Wheeler-Bennett and Maurice Fanshawe 
(Alien & Unwin, 1929), pages 71 et seq. 
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of the League of Nations; elected as an original Judge of {} 
Permanent Court in 1921; President of the Court, 1928-1930. 

Antonio Sanchez de BUSTAMANTE y SIRVEN (Cuba), Member of 
the Permanent Court of Arbitration ; elected as an original Judge 
in 1921. 

Jonkheer Willem Jan Mari van EysinGA (Netherlands), Member 
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration ; Chairman of the Conference 
on the Revision of the Statute of the Permanent Court of Internationa! 
Justice in 1929. 

Henri FRoMAGEOT (French), Formerly legal adviser to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs; Member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration - 
elected to the Permanent Court of International Justice in 1929 {v0 
sueceed M. André Weiss. 

Gustavo GUERRERO (Salvadorian), Member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration ; Formerly Minister of Foreign Affairs ; President 
of the 10th Assembly of the League of Nations. 

Sir Cecil James Barrington Hurst, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. (British), 
Formerly legal adviser to the Foreign Office ; Member of the Per- 
manent Court of Arbitration ; elected to the Permanent Court of 
International Justice in 1929 to succeed Lord Finlay. 

The Hon. Frank B. KELLOGG (American), Formerly U.S. Secretary- 
of-State and Ambassador to Great Britain ; elected in 1930 to succeed 
the Hon. Charles Evans Hughes. 

Baron ROLIN JAEQUEMYNS (Belgian), Member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration ; formerly Belgian High Commissioner in the 
Rhineland Occupied Territories. 

Count Michel Rostworowsk! (Polish), Member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration ; served as national Judge on the Permanent 
Court of International Justice in 1925, 1926, 1928 and 1929. 

Walther ScHtckinG (German), Member of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration; served as a national Judge to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice in 1923 and 1928. 

Francisco José UrRRuTIA (Colombian), Member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration ; formerly Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

WANG CHUNG-HUI (Chinese), Formerly President of the Supreme 
Court and Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Provisional Government 
of China. President of the Judicial Yuan of the National Government ; 
elected as an original deputy-Judge in 1921. 


DEPUTY-JUDGES. 

Rafael Waldemar Ericu (Finnish), Formerly in the Diplomatic 
Service. 

Miléta NovAkovitcu (Yugoslav), Served as a national Judge 
on the Permanent Court of International Justice, 1929. 

Josef REDLICH (Austrian), Former Minister of Finance. 

José Caeiro da MATTA (Portuguese), Rector of the University of 
Lisbon. 

J.W.W-B. 





IIIl.—CHRONOLOGY. 


Argentine. 
October 5th_—The Provisional Government declared martial law throughout 


the republic. 


Austria. 

September 25th.—The Chancellor, Dr. Schober, tendered the resignation 
of his Cabinet to President Miklas, who asked him to continue in office until 
a new Government had been formed. The resignation followed on the 
refusal of the Vice-Chancellor, Herr Vaugoin, to co-operate with Dr. Schober, 
with whose methods of constitutional reform he disagreed. The Chancellor 
had also refused to appoint Herr Vaugoin’s nominee as Director-General 
of the State Railways. (Herr Vaugoin was the leader of the Christian- 
Socialist Party, the strongest in Parliament, with 73 seats out of a total 
of 165.) 

September 26th.—The President asked Herr Vaugoin to forma Government. 

September 30th.—Herr Vaugoin formed a Cabinet with Dr. Seipel as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Dr. Otto Juch as Minister of Finance. The 
Chancellor took the portfolio of Territorial Defence. The Cabinet was 
composed of members of the Christian Social Party and two members of 
the Heimwehr, i.e., the Ministers of the Interior and of Justice. (The former 
was Prince von Starhemburg, Commander of the Heimwehr.) 

October 1st.—Parliament was dissolved and writs issued for a General 
Election on November 9th. 

October 2nd.—The Heimwehr issued a manifesto stating that they had 
entered the Government not to support the Christian Social Party, but to 
hold the steering wheel of the State in their own hands, and they intended 
to go to the polls as a separate unit called the Heimatblock, or Patriotic 
Union. Having achieved power they would not relinquish it even if the 
Socialists won a majority at the coming elections. 

October 4th—A moderate Conservative Economic party was formed, under 
the presidency of Dr. Schober, to counteract the influence of the Fascist, 
anti-Semitic and Clerical attitude of the new Government and its supporters. 
It was described as a non-clerical * bloc” of anti-Socialist parties. 


Belgium. 

September 27th.—The Italian law student, de Rosa, was sentenced to 
five years’ imprisonment for the attempt on the life of the Prince of Piedmont 
in Brussels on October 24th, 1929. 


Brazil. 

October 3rd.—A revolutionary movement broke out in the eastern States 
and the Government declared martial law in Rio Grande do Sul, Minas 
Geraes and Parahyba. Rio de Janeiro was also reported to be affected, 
but a strict censorship prevented reliable news leaving the country. The 
movement was understood to be primarily an attempt to prevent the 
inauguration of Dr. Prestes, the President-Elect, who was accused of being 
a mere tool of President Luis. 

October 6th.—The revolutionaries were reported to be in control of a large 
part of the States of Minas Geraes, Parana and Santa Catharina. 
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A Presidential Decree was issued establishing martial law throughout the 
republic until December 31st. 

The Government ordered the closing of all banks, in order to prevent 
speculation in exchange. 

It was also reported that a portion of the Navy had gone over to the 
insurgents, who also had as one of their leaders the President of Rio Grande 
do Sul. The latter asserted that his State was in a position to send 40,000 
soldiers to aid other revolting States. 

October 7th.—The revolutionaries claimed to have control of six more 
States, i.e. Rio Grande do Norte, Ceara, Piauhy, Matto Grosso, Parana and 
Para. This meant that they were threatening the capital from the north and 
south simultaneously. The southern army was led by General Flores da 
Cunha, who was in command of about 40,000 men, and the revolutionaries 
claimed to have, in the north and south, 80,000 men under arms. 

The Government ordered a general mobilisation of all Army and Navy 
reserves, totalling 420,000 men. 


China. 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


September 24th.—It was reported that the National Government wer 
adopting drastic measures to compel the public to support the 50 million 
dollar loan which had recently been issued. The local authorities were 
levying surtaxes, the receipts for which were to be exchanged on presentation 
for bonds of a like amount, while banks and other institutions were induced 


to take up blocks of bonds at 50 per cent. discount. 

Chiang Kai-shek addressed a 24-hour ultimatum to all the Kuominchun 
and Shansi units urging submission to the Government without delay in 
order to avoid destruction. 

September 25th.—Plague was reported to have broken out in Shensi, 
where half a million people had died of famine during the past 12 months. 

Chang Hsueh-liang, in a statement to the press, said he was determined 
to maintain the integrity of the Customs services and secure them from 
military interference. 

September 26th.—It was understood at Mukden that Chang Hsueh-liang 
had decided to assume the position of Second-in-Command of the National 
Government’s forces, with full power in North China. He was also stipulating 
that no organisation of the Kuomintang should operate in the area under his 
jurisdiction. 

September 30th.—It was reported in Nanking that Feng Yu-hsiang had 
decided to retire, and that the Kuominchun commanders on the Lungha! 
railway had sent delegates to confer with Chiang Kai-shek as to terms ol 
surrender. ate 

October 1st.—Reports reached Peking that the activities of bandits in 
South Kansu had resulted in about 8,000 persons being massacred at Lihsien 
early in September. 

It was also reported in Peking that the National forces had failed, with 
severe losses, in their attack on Chengchow, and that, owing to Manchuria s 
intervention, Feng’s army had been able to shorten its line and concentrate 
its whole strength on the Lunghai railway front. us 

Mr. Lenox Simpson, the Northern Coalition’s Commissioner of Customs at 
Tientsin, was shot at and wounded by three Chinese. 
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October 3rd.—The Tientsin Customs were taken over by the acting Com- 
missioner, appointed by the Nanking Government, and a Chinese super- 
intendent nominated by Chang Hsueh-liang. The regular employees were 
also reinstated. Officials appointed by the Mukden Government took over 
control of the Peking-Hankow and Peking-Suiyuan Railways. 

October 7th—The Government announced the capture of Chengchow, 
together with a large number of Feng Yu-hsiang’s troops. The latter was 
reported to have gone to Chiaotso. 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, RELATIONS WITH THE POWERS. 


September 25th.—It was announced that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
had instructed the delegation at Geneva to submit a resolution to the Assembly 
of the League recommending the re-consideration and revision of the unilateral 
treaties between members of the League, in accordance with Article 19 of the 
Covenant. 

October 1st.—The formal rendition of Wei-hai-wei by the British Govern- 
ment was carried out by the surrender of the territory to the Chinese 
Administrator. 

October 2nd.—The Ministry of Railways demanded the resignation of the 
British Engineer-in-chief of the northern section of the Hankow-Canton 
Railway, and the appointment of a Chinese, thus violating the Hukuang 
Loan Agreement. 

October 3rd.—News reached Peking from Foochow that the two English 
missionaries, Miss Nettleton and Miss Harrison, who were captured by 
bandits in Northern Fukien in June, had been shot. 


October 7th—Publication of Notes regarding Amoy Concession. (See 
Great Britain.) 


Cuba. 

September 30th.—Demonstrations at Havana against President Machado 
led to collisions between bodies of students and the police. (The President, 
who was virtually the dictator of the country, was accused of being merely a 
puppet of American financial interests.) 

October 4th.—Congress authorised the President to suspend the con- 
stitutional guarantees for a period of 20 days, thus giving him power to 
declare what was virtually martial law in Havana. 


Czechoslovakia. 

September 24th—Serious anti-German demonstrations took place in 
Prague, and about 60 persons were arrested. 

September 26th.—The German Minister in Prague made representations to 
the Government regarding the anti-German demonstrations. 


Ecuador. 
September 30th—The President, Dr. Ayora, handed his resignation to 


Congress, which declined to accept it. 
October 1st.—In response to an almost unanimous vote of Congress, the 


President withdrew his resignation. The Cabinet resigned. 


Finland. 
September 29th—Further Note from Soviet Government re expulsion of 
Communists. (See U.S.S.R.) 
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October 2nd.—The elections to Parliament were held. 

October Tth.—Klection returns received showed that the Coalition Par, 
had gained 10 seats and the Socialists three, while the Communists },/ 
lost 11. The final results were expected the next day. 

Report re despatch of two further Notes from the Soviet Governney: 
(See U.S.S.R.) 

Ratification of Treaty with Italy. (See Italy.) 


France. 

September 28th.—At a speech at Alengon, M. Tardieu said French foreiy 
policy was carried out with the idea of organising peace, both politically «x 
economically, throughout the world, and France believed that the basis o' 
this organisation was to be found in three factors—security, arbitration, «y\ 
disarmament. But to-day, as yesterday, she refused to permit the order o! 
these three terms to be inverted. Within these limits no country had bee 
so scrupulous as France in reducing land, sea and air armaments. 

October 3rd.—The Council of Ministers ratified a decree giving the Govern- 
ment the right either to prohibit Soviet imports of cereals, meat, timber, eves, 
flax, ete., or to restrict them by a system of import licences. 


Germany. 

September 24th.—Lord Rothermere’s article re National Socialists. (Sv 
Great Britain.) 

September 25th.—During the trial at Leipzig of three officers of tly 
Reichswehr on charges of treason, Herr Hitler, who gave evidence, said that 
when the National-Socialists came to power they would not recognise existing 
treaties, but would evade or break them by every possible means. They dit 
not admit Germany’s guilt in the war, especially not the guilt of future genera- 
tions. After two or three more elections, he declared, his party would be in 
majority, when they would establish a new State tribunal which would deal 
with the criminals of November, 1918. He strongly repudiated any intention 
to tamper with the Army, which he described as madness, and said he had 
never tried to get into touch with the Army; but his desire was that the 
“renewed spirit’ of his party should be taken up by the Army and by tlie 
people. 

September 27th.—An anti-Fascist demonstration by 40,000 Communists 
in Berlin resulted in collisions with the police, and 50 persons were arrested. 

September 30th.—The Cabinet published its “economic and _ financial 

plan,” designed to cover the estimated deficit of over £37 millions in the 
Budget for the current year, and to ensure the balancing of the three subse- 
quent ones. It provided for a reduction of 20 per cent. in the salaries of al 
Ministers and deputies, both Federal and State, from the President downwards, 
and of 6 per cent. in those of all officials receiving over £75a year. In addition, 
the revenue and expenditure of the unemployment insurance system were, 1! 
future, to be balanced without assistance from the Budget, and this would be 
done by raising the contributions from 4} to 6} per cent. of the wage received 
(payable half by the employers and half by the employed). The financial 
administration of the country, costing over £25 millions, would be simplified, 
the taxation system being reorganised on simpler lines. A sinking fund would 
be established to make good the existing deficit within three years, and it was 
anticipated that the measures of economy proposed would result in a saving 0! 
£50 millions in the 1931 Budget. 
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October 3rd.—The Socialist Party decided to co-operate with the Briining 
(abinet, on the ground that its most urgent task was the defence of democracy 
and the Parliamentary system. 

October 4th—Three Artillery subalterns (one retired) of the Reichswehr 
were sentenced to 18 months’ fortress detention for treason, and the two 
active officers were dismissed the service. They were convicted of working 
to prevent Reichswehr opposition to the patriotic associations (such as the 
Nazis) in the event of a new Putsch. 

October 5th.—A mass concentration of Stahlheimers took place at Coblenz, 
and a march past of about 125,000 was held before the ex-Crown Prince 
and General von Seeckt. 

Speaking at a Fascist meeting in Berlin, Dr. Goebbels, Herr Hitler's 
chief lieutenant, said that their next move would be to demand a plebiscite 
for the dissolution of the Prussian Diet, so that elections could be held on 
December 10th. The Fascists would then take over the Prussian Ministry 
of the Interior and the Presidency of the Berlin Police. 


Great Britain. 

September 24th.—Lord Rothermere published in the Daily Mail an article 
acclaiming the success of the National Socialists in the Elections, which he 
said would “‘ prove to be an enduring landmark of this time.” He described 
it as the beginning of a new epoch and as representing the re-birth of Germany 
as a nation. : 

Draft of Judicial Agreement with Irak placed before Council of the 
League. (See League of Nations.) 

September 29th—The Notes exchanged with the Irak Government 
embodying the Agreement on financial questions were published as a White 
Paper, Cmd. 3675. It provided for the transfer to Irak of the railway system, 
the aerodromes, and the property in the port of Basra owned by the British 
Government. 

October 1st.—The Imperial Conference held its opening session in London, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. It set up a General 
Economic Committee of Experts to consider matters of a technical character, 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Sydney Chapman. 

Rendition of Wei-hai-wei. (See China. External Affairs.) 

October 2nd.—The Anglo-Soviet Debts and Claims Committee held its 
opening meeting in London. 

The following Committees were set up to deal with the most important 
of the matters to be considered by the Imperial Conference : A Committee 
on Inter-Imperial Relations, a Mandates Committee, a Committee on Arbi- 
tration and Disarmament, a Committee on Defence Questions, a Civil Aviation 
Committee, a Cables Committee, a Forestry Committee, an Overseas 
Settlement Committee, and a Committee on War Graves. 

October 7th—The Foreign Office published the Notes exchanged between 
the Minister in China and the Chinese Foreign Minister on September 17th 
concerning land tenure in the Amoy Concession. 


Greece. 

September 26th—The Commercial Treaty with Rumania, which expired 
at the beginning of September, was renewed for three months by an exchange 
of Notes, with the idea of giving time for the drafting of a new Treaty. 

Protest by Soviet Government re press accounts of events in the U.S.S.R. 


‘See U.S.S.R.) 
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October 5th.—The meetings of the Balkan Conference opened in Athens, 
and were attended by delegates from Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania 
Turkey and Yugo-Slavia. 


Irak. 
September 29th.—Publication of White Paper re financial Agreement. 


(See Great Britain.) 


Italy. 

24th.—Signor Turati resigned his position as Secretary-General 
of the Fascist Party. He was succeeded by Signor Giuriati, President of the 
Chamber. 

September 27th.—Sentence on de Rosa for attempt on life of Prince of 
Piedmont. (See Belgium.) 

October 3rd.—It was learnt that the General Commanding in Cyrenaica 
had carried through the transfer from the interior to the coast of 80,000) 
members of loyal tribes with a view to isolating the bands of the rebel chief 
Omar-el-Muktar. 

October Tth—It was announced that the Treaty of Extradition ani 
Judicial Assistance in Penal matters, signed with Finland in 1929, had been 


ratified. 


Japan. 
September 26th—The Examination Committee of the Privy Council 
adopted a report approving the London Naval Treaty without qualification. 


October 1st.—The Plenary Session of the Privy Council unanimously 
approved a proposal recommending the ratification of the London Naval 
Treaty to the Throne. 

October 2nd.—The Emperor signed the Naval Treaty, thus completing 
its ratification. 

October 3rd.—Admiral Takarabe, Minister of the Navy, resigned, and 
Admiral Baron Abo was appointed to succeed him. 


League of Nations. 

September 24th—The Sixth Committee approved the report on the 
Minorities Question presented by M. Motta. 

The Council, at a private meeting, decided to appoint a committee of 
jurists to report whether the question of the alleged violation of the autonomy 
of Memel by Lithuania could be placed on the Council’s agenda. 

The Council afterwards considered the draft of the new Judicial Agreement 
between the British and Irak Governments (to replace the Agreement of 
1924), and decided to refer it to the Permanent Mandates Commission for 
report to the meeting of the Council in January, 1931. (The new Agreement 
provided for a uniform system of justice for foreigners and Irakis.) 

The Third Committee began its review of the work of the Preparatory 
Commission for the Disarmament Conference. The German delegate 
complained that so far it had done nothing at all to hasten disarmament, 
and moved a resolution inviting the Council to summon the Disarmament 
Conference as early as possible in 1931. Lord Cecil maintained that the 
Preparatory Commission had really made considerable progress, and he 
opposed the proposal to ask the Council to convene the Disarmament Con- 
ference in 1931 on the ground that not enough preparation for it had been 
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made, and that it would be disastrous for it to meet and fail to achieve 
success. 

September 25th._—Election of Judges for the Hague Court. (See Permanent 
Court of International Justice.) 

The Assembly approved a report by Mr. Henderson on the general arrange- 
ments for its sessions, and it was decided that the annual meetings should 
open on the second Monday in September, unless that fell on a date later than 
the 10th, in which case it would open on the first Monday. 

It was understood that the Committee of Jurists had reported that 
Germany had the right to ask the Council to place on its agenda the petition 
of members of the Memel Chamber of Representatives regarding the violation 
by Lithuania of the autonomy of the territory. 

The Assembly adopted the scheme for the new organisation of the 
Permanent Court of International Justice, providing for an increase in the 
number of Judges from eleven to fifteen, etc. 

September 26th.—The Third Committee, after much discussion, adopted a 
proposal in favour of including in its report to the Assembly an expression 
of its desire that the Council should convene the Disarmament Conference 
in 1931. 

The First Committee appointed a sub-committee to study the means of 
harmonising the Covenant with the Kellogg Treaty. The discussion previously 
had revealed a wide divergence of opinion upon the wisdom of increasing the 
scope of the sanctions contained in the Covenant, the Japanese delegate 
pointing out that the Covenant and the Kellogg Treaty were based on different 
conceptions of international law. 

The Fifth Committee adopted a resolution asking the Assembly to invite 
all States, non-members as well as members of the League, to the Conference 
for the limitation of the manufacture of drugs due to be held in May, 1931. 

The Second Committee adopted a resolution calling the attention of all 
Governments to the interim Report on the question of the supplies, etc., of 
old. 

‘ The Sixth Committee adopted a resolution expressing appreciation of the 
work of the Mandatory Powers, and gratification at the restoration of peace 
and order in Palestine. 

September 27th.—The rapporteur (Signor de Michelis) presented to the 
Second Committee his draft report to the Assembly. This proposed the 
holding of an annual economic conference, and insisted, in general, on the 
absolute necessity of closer international collaboration, especially in view of 
the “dumping” of goods from the U.S.S.R. 

The Council considered the report of the Committee of Jurists regarding 
the Memel question, and placed it on the Agenda, appointing Mr. Hambro 
(Norway) to report on it. It also approved the proposal that the Permanent 
Court should be asked for an advisory opinion on the dispute between the 
German National League and the Polish Government regarding the right 
of admission of children to German Minority Schools in Upper Silesia. 

September 29th.—The Assembly adopted the draft Convention on Financial 
Assistance, as well as various reports of the Second and Fifth Committees. 
The Convention for Financial Assistance was not to come into effect until 
the entry into force of “a plan for the reduction of armaments adopted 
in execution of Article 8 of the Covenant of the League of Nations.” 


The Third Committee finished its work by adopting the report of Signor 
de Michelis on the economic work of the League. 
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September 30th.—The Assembly considered the first part of the report of 
the Disarmament Committee. Herr Curtius made a statement in which hp 
said he could not vote for the resolution contained in it, because no date hy) 
heen fixed for the meeting of the Disarmament Conference. The Austria; 
delegate gave the same reason for a statement that he also could not yor, 
for it. 

M. Briand defended French policy, and repeated the thesis of arbitration. 
security, disarmament, in that order, and a scheme of mutual assistance 
without that, disarmament would be useless and dangerous. He adde| 
that the French army had been reduced from 810,000 men in 1914 to 556,000, 
and the period of service from three to one year. 

Lord Cecil repeated his view that it was inadvisable to fix a definite 
date, as they were not quite sure enough of their ground. 

The first part of the report was declared carried, Germany, Austria and 
Hungary not voting. 

The Assembly also passed the report of the Third Committee on the 
Convention to strengthen the means of preventing war and also that of the 
Fifth Committee on traffic in women and children. 

The Assembly also adopted the report of the Sixth Committee dealing 
with the protection of minorities, and the reports on mandates and slavery. 
The British delegation abstained from voting on the last-named, as a protest 
against the adjournment of the question of setting up a permanent Commission 
to deal with the abolition of slavery. 

The Council disposed of the complaints of the Memel Diet against 
Lithuania by arranging an amicable settlement between the German an 
Lithuanian representatives providing for a modification of the Meme! 
Directorate, which would resign after the General Election on Oétober 4th. 
A new Directorate was then to be formed in conformity with the Meme! 
Statute. 

Dr. Max Huber, formerly President of the Court of International Justice, 
was appointed to succeed Dr. Nansen as Director of the Refugee Organisation 
of the League. 

October 1st.—The Assembly began the discussion of Signor de Michelis’ 
report on the economic work of the League. 

The Sub-Committee on the amendments to the Covenant decided to 
adjourn the question until the next Assembly, only the British and Chinese 
Pe voting against the motion. 

October 2nd.—The report of the Second Committee on the economic work 
of the League was adopted unanimously by the Assembly. 

The Convention for Financial Assistance was signed by 28 States, including 
Great Britain, Australia, France, Belgium and the Irish Free State. 

October 3rd.—The report of the Fourth Committee on the organisation o/ 
the Secretariat was adopted by the Assembly. This provided fo: the 
establishment of a system of pensions and for other improvements. 

The Secretary-General was authorised to accept the payment of her 
arrears by China by equal instalments over a period of 20 years. 

The Assembly adopted the 1931 Budget, amounting to 31,637,501 francs 
(£1,265,500). 

The First Committee of the Assembly adopted the report of the sub- 
committee regarding the amendments of the Covenant, recommending post: 
ponement of the question to the next Assembly. 
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Palestine. 
October 4th.—Dr. Drummond Shiels, British Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, arrived in Jerusalem. 


Permanent Court of International Justice. 

September 25th.—The following were elected by the Assembly and Council 
of the League of Nations as Judges of the Court for the period of nine years 
beginning January Ist, 1931: Mr. Adatchi (Japan), Sefor Altamira (Spain), 
Signor Anzilotti (Italy), Seior Bustamente (Cuba), M. Van Eysinga (Nether- 
lands), M. Fromageot (France), Sefor Guerrero (Salvador), Sir Cecil Hurst 
(Great Britain), Mr. Frank Kellogg (U.S.A.), M. Negulesco (Rumania), 
Baron Rolin Jaequemyns (Belgium), Count Rostworowski (Poland), Herr 
Schiicking (Germany) Wang Chung-hui (China), Semor Urrutia (Colombia). 
(For further particulars of the election and the personnel of the new Judges, 
see page 13.) 


Poland. 

September 26th—The President of the Republic dissolved the Silesian 
Diet and at the same time the arrest was ordered of M. Korfanty, a Deputy 
(Leader of the Polish movement in Upper Silesia which led to the seizure of 
most of that area early in 1921). 

September 29th.—A serious situation was reported to have arisen in 
Eastern Galicia owing to the activities of Ukrainian irredentists. Many 
murders were stated to have been committed in the Lwow, Stanislau and 
Boryslaw districts, and a number of arrests made among lawyers, school 
teachers and others. 

October 2nd.—It was reported that several more opposition Deputies had 
been arrested and many opposition newspapers suppressed. 

October 3rd.—Conditions in the Ukraine were reported to have become 
worse owing to frequent arrests by the Polish authorities, and acts of reprisal 
(such as setting fire to Polish property) by the Ukrainian peasants. 


Rumania. 

September 26th—Renewal of Commercial Treaty with Greece. (See 
Greece.) 

October 3rd.—The Liberal (Bratianu) Party published a manifesto declaring 
its support of the existing régime, and stating that it had no objection to 
foreign capital entering the country. 

October 6th.—The Premier, Dr. Maniu, handed his resignation to the King, 
who accepted it. 


Spain. 

September 24th.—Following on proceedings taken against newspapers 
which published criticisms of the acts of the Monarchy, many complaints 
appeared in the press that the suppression of the censorship had not resulted 
in the freedom of the press or of opinion. 

September 26th—The strike movement was reported to be extending, 
and general strikes were in operation at Santiago and Lugo. 

September 28th—A mass meeting of Republicans was held in Madrid 
when many speakers condemned the existing régime and said the country 
was ripe for revolution. The King was called upon to abdicate. 
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September 29th.—A general strike began at Corunna, and at Santiago 
martial law was proclaimed. The strikes were stated to be due to irresponsible 
syndicalist agitation. 

October 4th.—A general strike was declared at Bilbao, as a protest against 
a meeting there of the Monarchist Union. 


Switzerland. 


September 26th.—The National Council ratified the International Com. 
mercial Convention concluded at Geneva in March, 1930. 

October 3rd.—The National Council passed a Bill providing for certain 
changes in the Constitution, thus entailing the submission of the proposals 
to a Referendum of the people. 


Turkey. 


September 25th.—The Prime Minister, Ismet Pasha, resigned. 

September 28th.—Ismet Pasha, who was asked to resume the Premiership 
by the President, reconstructed the Cabinet with Tewfik Rushdi Beg a; 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, as before. The Ministers of Defence, Finance. 
Interior and Public Health were also the same as in the previous Cabinet. 

October 2nd.—The Prime Minister announced the programme of the 
Government to the National Assembly, and obtained a vote of confidence by 
249 votesto12. The programme was little different from that of the previous 
Government. 

October 3rd.—The Council of the Ottoman Debt was reported to hav 
announced that it had called on the Turkish Government to fulfil its obligations 
under the Agreement of 1928. (Only one-third of the monthly accounts due 
since June Ist, 1930 had been paid.) 


U.S.S.R. 


September 24th.—The Ogpu announced that 48 so-called “ food specialists ” 
had been shot for counter-revolutionary action in disorganising the supplies 
of meat, fish, vegetables, etc. 

A number of railway officials were placed on trial, owing to the frequency 
of accidents on the lines. It was reported that 14,000 accidents had occurred 
during the first six months of 1930. 

September 26th—The Soviet Minister in Athens protested to the Greek 
Government against articles appearing in the press regarding the interna! 
situation in the U.S.S.R. 

It was reported that at a recent sitting the I.K.K.I. (Executive Committee 
of the Comintern) had approved plans for a change in the Communist policy 
in Great Britain, including the opening of nine special schools for the training 
of district leaders. A “ People’s Charter’? was to be proclaimed, around 
which the Communists would have to “ mobilise the discontented elements o! 
the labour masses.” 

September 28th.—According to figures collected from the tonnage of 
Soviet vessels passing through the Bosphorus, the quantity of Soviet grain 
exported from Black Sea ports was in July 65,200 tons, in August 354,600 tons 
and in September (up to 25th) 356,800 tons. Exports of petroleum were 
368,000 tons in July, 313,000 in August and 236,000 in September. Coal and 
manganese were also exported in the following amounts : 206,000, 212,000 
and 135,000 tons in the three periods. 
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September 29th.—The Government addressed a further Note to the Finnish 
Government emphasising the unsatisfactory character of the latter’s reply of 
September 16th to its previous Note regarding the expulsion of Communists 
and stating that it expected to hear what measures the Finnish Government 
intended taking to prevent similar incidents and to punish those guilty of 
border violations. ’ 

October 2nd.—Meeting in London of Anglo-Soviet Debts and Claims 
Committee. (See Great Britain.) 

October 3rd.—French Government's action to prevent dumping of Soviet 
goods. (See France.) 

October 5th_—The Commissariat of Labour reported that during September 
40,000 conscript labourers were sent to the coal mines in various parts of the 
country to fill the gaps caused by desertions, but stated that 100,000 were 
required immediately. 

October Tth—The Government was understood to have communicated 
two further Notes to the Finnish Government regarding the activities of the 
Lapua (anti-Communist) organisation. 

The authorities were reported to be experiencing serious difficulties in 
their efforts to mobilise sufficient labour for the timber industry, and severe 
penalties were prescribed for all those who failed to appear at the various 
mobilisation centres in the Leningrad and Ural districts. 


U.S.A. 

October 2nd.—In a speech before the American Bankers’ Association 
Convention at Cleveland President Hoover defended the policy of his Adminis- 
tration in the existing world-wide economic depression. 


October 6th.—In a speech before the Annual Convention of the American 
Legion President Hoover said that the peace of their country never stood 
more assured, and “by the Naval Agreement we have silenced the high 
dangers of competitive naval building and have safeguarded our defence by 
parity with the greatest naval Power in the world.” 





IV.—DOCUMENTS IN PERIODICALS. 


L’ Europe Nouvelle, September 27th, 1930. 

The Federation of Europe. 

1. Memorandum on the organisation of a system of European Federal 
Union, May Ist, 1930. 

2.’ The text of the replies of the European Governments. 

3. M. Briand’s report on the results of the enquiry instituted into the 
organisation of a system of European Federal Union, September 8th, 1930. 

4. Extracts from the speeches of M. Briand, The Rt. Hon. Arthur 
Henderson, and Dr. Curtius, September 11th, 1930. 

5. The Resolutions of the Assembly, September 8th, 17th and 23rd, 1930, 


L’Europe Nouvelle, October 4th, 1930. 
The new Régime in Rumani 
1. Modification of the Statute of the Royal Family, June 8th, 1930. 
2. Text of the Law declaring the Heir to the Throne Grand Voivode 
of Alba-Julia. 
3. Text of Law proclaiming Prince Carol King. 
4. Text of the speech of Professor Iorga in the National Assembly. 
5. Text of the King’s Speech. 
6. Text of the speech of M. St. Ciceo-Pop, President of the National 
Assembly. 
7. Proclamation of King Carol to the Rumanians. 
8. The King’s Manifesto to the Army. 
9. Royal Decree ratifying acts of the Regency. 
10. Royal Decree conferring the title of Majesty on Princess Helen, 
June 11th, 1930. 


V.—NOTICES. 


The International Juridical Committee to draw up a legal code for the air 
met in Budapest from September 29th-October 3rd. 

The International Conference of Economic and Applied Sciences opened in 
Brussels on September 26th and was attended by economists from all over the 
world, 

The Fifteenth International Congress of Anthropology and Prehistoric 
Archeology was opened at Coimbra, Portugal, on September 29th. 

The Fourth International Conference of official Touring Organisations was 
opened in Madrid on September 27th. Delegates from all the countries of 
Europe attended. 

An International Congress of Palestine workers opened in Berlin on 
September 27th, with the object of furthering co-operation between all shades 
of Jewish opinion and also Arab elements for constructive work in Palestine. 

The ninth meeting of the International Juridical Aviation Committee 
opened in Budapest on September 29th. 

The Executive Council of the International Institute of African Languages 
and Culture held its meeting in Rome on October Ist and following days. 

The Fourth General Session of the International League for the Defence 
of Protestantism opened at Zurich on October 6th. Eighteen countries 
were represented. 
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VI—FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


*International Conference on Lighting, etc., 
of Coasts 
*Fiftieth Session of ‘the Gov erning Body 
of the I.L.O 
*International ‘Congress for the Suppression 
of Traffic in Women and Children + 
Council of the International Federation 
of League of Nations Societies 
Congress of International Institute of 
Sociology 
International Permanent Commission of 
Agricultural Associations 
Tenth General Meeting of the International 
Institute of Agriculture 
13th Congress of Hydrology, Climatology 
and Medicinal Geology. . 
*Central Opium Board 
International Assembly for Prevention of 
Fire in Factories 
*Sub-Committee on 
Measures 
Seventh Congress of ‘International Federa- 
tion of Intellectual Unions 
*Economic Committee én 
*Preliminary Conference on Limitation of 
Drug Manufacture 
*Meeting of Guarantor the 
Austrian Loan .. 
*Committee on negotiability 
Transport Documents .. 
*Special Committee on Jur isdiction 
European Danube Committee 
*Executive Committee of Institute 
Intellectual Co-operation . 
First International Conference on Safety i in 
Aviation . 
*Preparatory Dis- 
armament Conference “ 
*Permanent Mandates Commission 
*Gold Delegation of the Financial Committee 
International Railways Conference 
Round Table Conference on Indian Consti- 
tutional Reforms . 
*Sub-Committee on Customs. Nomenclature 
*International Conference on Unification of 
River Law 
*Executive Committee ‘of the “Committee on 
Intellectual Co-operation . 
*Conference on the Commercial Convention 
of March, 1930 .. - 
*Committee of Experts on Specific Tariffs . . 
*Committee on Allocation of Expenses 
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Commission ‘for the 


British Universities International Congress 

Congress of the Socialist International 

*Conference on Limitation of — Manu- 
facture in : — 


World’s Grain Conference .. 


Universal Congress of one Forces 


for Peace 


Lisbon. 
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Warsaw. 
Dantzig. 
Geneva. 
Rome. 
Rome. 


Lish« ym. 
Geneva. 


Vienna. 
Geneva. 


Cracow. 
Geneva. 


London. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Strasburg. 
Paris. 
Paris. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Madrid. 


London. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Paris. 

Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Glasgow. 
Vienna. 


Geneva. 
Regina, 
Canada. 


Washington. 


“ League of Nations and International on Office. 
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